pp 912, pp 1818 £195 ISBN 0 443 024170 (2 vols) Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone Malaria; principles and practice ofmalariology, is an outstanding achievement. A fully comprehensive review of the process and control of human malaria must have been a daunting task; since the last attempt some 40 years ago, huge steps have been made both in terms of technical advancements and our understanding of the complexity of malaria control. The editors facilitated this by calling upon the international scientific expertize of 68 highly respected leaders within their field. A book review has, however, little potency to expound the scope, depth and value of their contributions. Chapters systematically describe the morphology, pathology, genetics, biochemical and metabolic processes of parasite and vector. Laboratory tests are fully documented, including in vivo tests, in vitro cultivation techniques, the use of animal models in malaria research and the role of immunity and its measurement. About a quarter of the two volumes is devoted to aspects of malaria particularly pertinent to physicians and general practitioners; instructing on the clinical features of malaria and its differential diagnosis, methods of diagnosis, treatment and prophylaxis, and the management of severe malaria in both adults and children. Authorative chapters on the historical, epidemiological and mathematical perspective of malaria control are of obvious general interest. These chapters include concepts of modelling; readers without a strong epidemiological or statistical background need not evade these chapters as authors have taken particular care to incorporate models into the broad context of malaria control, and have additionally taken trouble to clarify the various formulae involved. Surg 1985; 72:644-7 Physicians specializing in malaria are advised to seek out and invest in the two volumes of this book. While it cannot be advised as an essential purchase for the general physician, anyone wishing to update their knowledge on malaria would be well advised to browse through a copy in their medical library. Although many of the chapters are highly technical, the frequent use of electron micrographs and schematic diagrams greatly complement the text, and enhance their value as books to dip into and peruse. The complete index of subjects and authors is available in both volumes, enabling easy and rapid access to subjects of interest.
Few deficiencies are evident in these volumes; the considerable time lapse between the drafting of chapters and their eventual publication has been the most prominent but unavoidable problem. Some techniques are thus outmoded, newer discoveries (especially in the field of immunology) have not been described, drug efficacy and safety are not up to date, and recent papers could not be included amongst the many thousands of publications cited. Currently, both volumes contain information on subjects from all disciplines. This creates problems for the reader, since both volumes must be used concurrently. It is recommended that some chapters be reallocated in future editions, so that one volume is principally orientated towards the laboratory and the other towards the epidemiology and control. The sale of single volumes would also be encouraged. A section devoted to the epidemiology of malaria on a countryto-country basis would provide valuable assistance to malariologists within the field. 
